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Uvod: Z historie queer prazdnin

Queer lidé méli v minulosti znacné odlisny vztah k venkovu

a prirode, nez heterosexualni veétSina. Priroda skytala utociste,
kde chybél dohled, jemuz je podrobena urbanni, vyspéla
spolecnost. Na venkové ¢asto chybélo povédomi o tom, co
homosexualita je, jaké mohou queer vztahy byt, coz byla pro
mnoho lidi zivotni tragédie, soucasné ale rada vztahu zusta-
la uchranéna pred kriminalizaci a disciplinaci. Nékteri queer
ekologové dokonce tvrdi, Zze queer lidé maji k prirodé méné de-
struktivni vztah, protoze je pro né bezpecnéjSim prostredim

a protoze instinktivhé, nebo védomé odmitaji zit v hierar-
chickych vztazich.

Queer déjiny jsou vétSinou déjinami urbanniho prostredi a toho,
jaké misto v ném queer lidé zaujali, do jakych ¢asti méstské
ekologie byli vykazani a jaké prostory a vztahy si museli zjednat.
Je tu ale stejné dulezita a neméné pestra linie toho, jak queer
lidé obyvali prirodu a venkov, jak se do néj z mésta vraceli, jak si
tam mohli vytvorit svéty, pro které nebylo ve méstech misto. Ven-
kov a priroda ¢asto predstavovaly formotvorné prostredi queer
zkusenosti, byly mistem, kde moderni instituce, pronasledujici

a kontrolujici queer lidi, ztracely dosah.

Nékolik takovych témat a pribéhu ukazuje predkladana vysta-
va, kterou vytvoril tym historiku a historicek ze Spolecnosti pro
queer pameét, jediného muzea a archivu LGBTIQ+ minulosti

U nas.

PhDr. Ladislav Jackson, Ph.D., hlavni autor vystavy

Intro: From the History of Queer Summer

Historically, queer people often had a markedly different relationship
to the countryside and the natural world than the heterosexual ma-
jority. Nature offered a refuge beyond the reach of the surveillance
that characterized urban, modern society. Rural communities fre-
quently lacked a clear understanding of homosexuality and the di-
versity of queer relationships. For many, this ignorance was a source
of profound personal tragedy; at the same time, it also meant that
some relationships escaped the criminalization and social discipline
Imposed elsewhere. Some queer ecologists have even argued that
queer people tend to relate to nature in less destructive ways be-
cause it provides a safer environment and because they instinctive-
ly—or consciously—reject hierarchical ways of living.

Queer history is most often told as the history of cities: of the place
queer people occupied within urban environments, the margins to
which they were confined, and the spaces and relationships they
carved out for themselves. Yet there is another, equally important
and richly diverse history: the ways queer people inhabited the coun-
tryside and the natural world, returned there from the city, and creat-
ed lives for themselves in places where they could build worlds that
had no place in urban society. The countryside and nature frequent-
ly became formative settings of queer experience—places where

the reach of the modern institutions that persecuted and controlled
queer people began to fade.

This exhibition presents several of these stories and themes. It has
been prepared by a team of historians from the Society for Queer
Memory, the Czech Republic’s only museum and archive dedicated
to LGBTIQ+ history.

Dr. Ladislav Jackson, main author of the exhibition

Podporit cinnost Spolecnosti pro queer pamét, jediného archivu a muzea LGBTIQ+ minulosti u nas, muzete zde:
You can support the work of the Society for Queer Memory, the Czech Republic’s only archive and museum

dedicated to LGBTIQ+ history, here:

www.queerpamet.cz / |G: @czechqueermemotry / FB: @queerpamet
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Chatareni a chalupareni

Chatareni a chalupareni v prirodé a na venkoveé zacalo byt Siroce rozSirené
pro méstskou stredni a vyssi tfidu od konce 19. stoleti. Pro queer lidi pred-
stavoval tento fenomén moznost vytvorit si bezpecnéjsi svet bez dohledu
meéstské moralky a disciplinace. Uz za prvni republiky se pokusila o vytvoreni
druzstevné vlastnéné chaty v horach vylucné pro queer lidi spisovatelka

a aktivistka Lida Merlinova, ktera svuj zameér inzerovala v ¢asopisu Novy hlas,
nicméneé patrné nesehnala pro jeho realizaci dostatek zajemcu a zajemkyn.
V obdobi socialismu travily statisice Cechoslovakt vikendy na chatach a cha-
lupach. Mimo dosah zvédavych sousedu, kolegu i statni kontroly bylo snazsi
navazovat queer pratelstvi, partnerské queer vztahy nebo jednoduse byt sam
sebou.

Mezi ceskoslovenskymi gayi a lesbami existovala cela sit oblibenych chat

a chalup, kam se jezdilo na vikendy i celé I1éto. V 60. a 70. letech vyrazela na
chaty a chalupy i Lida Merlinova s partnerkou a svymi psiky. Legendarni se
stala napriklad chalupa herce Eduarda Cupaka a jeho partnera Vaclava Kveé-
ta ve starém mlyné u Brtnice. Schazeli se zde pratelé z divadelniho

i uméleckého prostredi, spolecné opravovali dum, slavili a vytvareli komuni-
tu. Podobnych mist vSak bylo mnohem vice. Vzpominky pamétniku ukazuji, ze
navstévy chat patrily k béznému spolecenskému zivotu queer komunity

a Casto zde vznikala pratelstvi, ktera pretrvala cely zivot. Chalupu mél
vyznamny queer malif Karel Lastovka, vyznamny organizator queer zivota An-
tonin Bartos i zakladatel ceského dragu Ota Tasinato.

Chata nebo chalupa tak nebyla jen mistem odpocinku. Stavala se druhym
domovem - prostorem, kde bylo mozné vytvaret vztahy, pecovat o zahradu

Ci stary dum, poradat setkani a nékdy dokonce propojit queer zivot s rodi-
nou nebo sousedy. Tyto zdanlivé obycejné venkovské domy predstavovaly
nenapadnou, ale dulezitou soucast queer historie. Pripominaji, ze queer
zivot se neodehraval jen ve velkych méstech, ale také v lesich, zahradach, na
samotach a ve starych chalupach, kde vznikaly malé svéty svobody, blizkosti
a sounalezitosti.

Cottages and Country Houses

The tradition of spending weekends and holidays in cottages and country
houses became widespread among the urban middle and upper classes from
the late nineteenth century onward. For queer people, these rural retreats
offered an opportunity to create safer spaces beyond the scrutiny of urban
morality and social discipline. During the First Czechoslovak Republic, the
writer and activist Lida Merlinova even attempted to establish a cooperatively
owned mountain cottage exclusively for queer people. She advertised the pro-
ject in the magazine *Novy hlas*, although it appears she was ultimately un-
able to attract enough interested participants to bring it to fruition.

During the socialist era, hundreds of thousands of Czechoslovaks spent their
weekends at cottages and country houses. Away from the watchful eyes of
neighbors, colleagues, and the state, it became easier to form queer friend-
ships, develop same-sex relationships, or simply be oneself.

A whole network of favorite cottages and country houses existed among
Czechoslovak gay men and lesbians, who gathered there on weekends and
throughout the summer. In the 1960s and 1970s, Lida Merlinova herself reg-
ularly escaped to the countryside with her partner and their dogs. One of the
most legendary places was the country house of actor Eduard Cupak and his
partner Vaclav Kvét, located in a former mill near Brtnice. Friends from the
theatre and artistic communities gathered there to renovate the house, cel-
ebrate together, and build a sense of community. Many similar places exist-
ed. Oral-history testimonies show that visiting cottages was an integral part
of queer social life, and that many lifelong friendships were forged there. The
prominent queer painter Karel Lastovka owned a country house, as did the
important organizer of queer social life Antonin Bartos and the founder of
Czech drag, Ota Tasinato.

A cottage or country house was therefore much more than a place for recre-
ation. It became a second home—a space where people could build relation-
ships, tend a garden or restore an old house, host gatherings, and sometimes
even reconcile their queer lives with their families or neighbors. These seem-
iIngly ordinary rural homes formed a quiet yet significant part of queer history.
They remind us that queer life unfolded not only in large cities but also in for-
ests, gardens, remote countryside settings, and old farmhouses, where small
worlds of freedom, intimacy, and belonging could flourish.
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Navrh na letni domov, Pisatelka ¢lanku ,,Kupredu™ ma Gmysl zri-
diti v krasné poloze orlickych hor letni pobyt, kde by i finanéné slabsi
mohli traviti svou dovolenou. Chteéla by, aby se kazdy citil ve svem
ovzdusi, kde by pookril a pri tom byl ve svem ... Ma objekt, ktery
by chtéla zuzitkovat pro tento podnik. Chtéla by, dq"‘-"-,'-._]'li:'["l'i ucinili druz-
stvo s podily 1000 K¢, Kazdy muzZe upsat libovolné mnozstvi podilu.
Mohl by se timto zpusobem ziskat slusny kapital. Jinak o wvsechno po-
hodli by bylo nale ELc postarano. Podily by se urocily }*n;i'c 'fj,":&‘};u
takze kdo by s_uil vice podilu, mohl by pnu-* za Uroky ztraviti pripad-
né leto na venkové. Majetek ’h';, by notarsky zajistén, takze by tu byla
plna dbévéra. Je to myslenka krasna, idealni a ‘-.'L1:111 by nas zajimalo
stanovisko nasich Ctenaru k tomuto navrhu, -5
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Viem nam ... V 1. &sle letosniho roku byl navrh od pssatelky clankuy
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chtély temt ze slabych stranek nekterych, .l'u' v tomto prpade nam take

trochu instinkt ‘mr wvi, zdali je to dovék hodny duvéry. U mé se pro-
jevila liska k Zené, kdvi jeem chodila do méEtanky I'-.‘L-\ jsme ﬁm-LH-.n
jei byla andél dusi i télem. Mé&la jsem ji nejradéji = cele tric
nevidEa dobre prof. Musim doznat, Ze wem se zafala piln€ ulit snad
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jsem &lovék, ktery by &i tolik [1"'1.'. aby bylo mezi nami vice uprimného
prﬂ;] vl 4 Ne Wen "'|1'“' libovani a dkutky nikde. (H. Machon i)

Lida Merlinova

v 60. a 70. le-
tech ve Spindler-
oveé Mlyneé a na
dalsich mistech
se svym psem.

Lida Merlinova
in 1960s and
1970s in Spin-
dleruv Miyn and
other locations
with her dog.

Slavny a vicemeéne vyoutovany herec Eduard Cupak
s partnerem Vaclavem Kvetem na jejich chalupe.

The celebrated and relatively out actor Eduard Cupak
with his partner, Vaclav Kvet, at their country house.

Ota Tasinato, jeho partner a pratelé na jejich chateé
u Sazavy. / Ota Tasinato, his partner and friends at
their cottage near Sazava.
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Venkov hral vyznamnou roli i v Zivotnich i uméleckych unicich z velkomeésta
pro queer umeélce Jana Zrzavého. Utocisté nasel v jihoceskych Vodnanech
a rodne Okrouhlici na Vysocine.

The countryside also played a significant role in the life and artistic es-
capes of the queer artist Jan Zrzavy from the modern metropolis. He found
refuge in the South Bohemian town of Vodnany and in his native village of
Okrouhlice in the Vysocina Highlands.
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,Ale to viibec nebyl zadnej zamek, to byla chata. Nadhernej srub na
prekrasnym misté. Porici nad Sazavou, jsou tam motocyklovy zavody.
Od nadrazi se jde par kroku k tomu srubu. To byla nadhera. Cesta le-
sem, vpravo malej lom, kde tezili kamen za FrantiSka d “este, a na levy
strané byla takova plosina, dost velka, s nadhernym pohledem do kra-
jiny. A ten kamarad benesovskej, ten Jarda, to tam znal, protoze kdyz
byl mladej a nemél obrnu, tak tam stanovali. A on ve 46. s pomoci ne-
jakyho tesare tam postavil ten srub. A to byla nadhera.*

Liberecky anonym, rozhovor

“But it wasn’t a chateau at all—it was a cottage. A beautiful log cabin in
a stunning location. Porici nad Sazavou—you know, where they hold the
motorcycle races. From the railway station it was just a short walk to
the cabin. It was absolutely wonderful. The path led through the forest,
with a small quarry on the right where stone had been quarried back in
Emperor Franz Joseph’s time, and on the left there was a broad clearing
with a magnificent view of the surrounding countryside. My friend from
Benesov, Jarda, knew the place well because, before he contracted po-
lio as a young man, he used to camp there. Then, in 1946, with the help
of a carpenter, he built that log cabin. It was simply beautiful.”

Liberec anonymous, interview

,Byl jsem spokojeny, opravdu. Treba v roce 1950 jsem od jednoho nase-
ho kluka koupil chatu na Sazavé. Byla na moc krasném misté. A Fran-
tiSek byl jako chlap neuveritelné Sikovny na vSechny ty ,chlapské’ prace,
takze se o chatu staral, kdykoli bylo potreba. Byli jsme tam moc stastni.
A pozdeji, kdyz jsme byli v duchodu, jsme tam travili cela léta - treba
¢tyri a pul meésice v kuse.“

Ota Tasinato, rozhovor

“I'm content, | am—for example, in 1950 | bought a cottage on the Saza-
va from one of our boys. In a very beautiful place. And Frantisek, as a
man, was absolutely handy at the “men’s” kinds of jobs, so he main-
tained the cottage whenever it was needed. We were very happy there.
Even later, when we were retired, we spent entire summers there, say
four and a half months.”

Ota Tasinato, interview

Anonymni lesbicky par na venkove, 40. nebo 50. léta.
Anonymous lesbian couple in the countryside, 1940s or 1950s.



Chata v jezerni kotliné

Jiz v mezivaleCném obdobi predstavoval venkov a priroda dulezitou soucast
queer imaginace. Les, krajina nebo odlehlé venkovské prostredi byly v lite-
rature zobrazovany jako mista, kde bylo mozné navazovat vztahy a prozivat
emoce, pro néz v bézném mestském zivoté chybél prostor. Priroda zde nefun-
govala pouze jako kulisa déje, ale jako prostredi svobody, intimity i urCitého
uniku pred spolecenskymi normami.

Vyrazné je tento motiv patrny napriklad v romanu Lesni romance (1931) Fran-
tiSka Jiru, v némz se vypravec béhem pobytu na venkové seznamuje v lese

s princem Milanem a mezi obéma se rozviji homoeroticky vztah. Prave les se
stava prostorem tajemstvi, citové blizkosti i tragédie, prestoze nejotevrené-
jSI milostna scéna byla z knihy cenzurné odstranéna. Podobné Vaclav Krska
situoval svuj roman Klaris a sedesat vérnych (1928) do prostredi reformni
internatni skoly uprostred prirody. Venkovska Skola zde vytvari prostor pro in-
tenzivni muzska pratelstvi a jemné naznacené homoerotické vazby, které by
v bézném meéstském prostredi pusobily mnohem méné vérohodné. Krskovo
pojeti navic nevznikalo ve vzduchoprazdnu. Vyznamnou inspiraci mu byl
anglicky roman Laska chlapcova: Roman bezejmenné lasky Haralda Overinga
Sturgise, vydany cesky jiz v roce 1927.

Vyznamnym motivem queer Cteni ceskeé literatury se stala také tvorba Jarosla-
va Foglara, ktera byva interpretovana jako moderni variace starobylé tradice
pratelstvi Amise a Amila - idealu vylucného muzského pouta zalozeného na
vérnosti, obéti a citové intenzité. Prave priroda zde vytvari prostor, v némz se
takové vztahy mohou naplno rozvinout. V romanu Chata v Jezerni kotline se
dvojice chlapcu ocita mimo civilizaci, obklopena lesy, vodou a horskou kra-
jinou, kde sdili kazdodenni zivot, spolecnou praci i okamziky hluboké citové
olizkosti. Literarni analyza odhaluje v téchto scénach zretelnou homoerotic-
kou konstelaci, ktera je vSak natolik dusledné sublimovana do jazyka pratel-
stvi, dobrodruzstvi a skautské etiky, ze zustala pro vétSinu ¢tenaru neviditel-
na, pro gay muze vSak predstavovala po nékolik generaci idylickym vzorem
stejnopohlavnich vztahu.

Priroda je misto nejen pro romantickou idylu a snéni o idealnich vztazich, ale
také mista pro erotiku a gay cruising. Uz od Sedesatych let se zacala formovat
mista pro cruising i mimo velka mésta, prirodni koupalisté, zatopené lomy

a rybniky. Od 80. let tak funguje dodnes treba lom Amerika nebo gay nudis-
ticka plaz nedaleko Pardubic.

The Cottage in the Lake Valley

Already during the interwar period, the countryside and nature formed an im-
portant part of the queer imagination. Forests, landscapes, and remote rural
settings were portrayed in literature as places where relationships could be
forged and emotions experienced that had little room to flourish in everyday
urban life. Nature was not merely a backdrop to the story, but a space of free-
dom, intimacy, and escape from social norms.

This motif is particularly evident in FrantiSek Jiru’s novel Forest Romance (Le-
sni romance, 1931), in which the narrator travels to the countryside, meets
Prince Milan in the forest, and gradually develops a homoerotic relationship
with him. The forest becomes a space of mystery, emotional intimacy, and ul-
timately tragedy, although the novel’s most explicit love scene was removed
by censorship. Similarly, Vaclav KrSka set his novel Klaris and the Sixty Faith-
ful (Klaris a Sedesat vérnych, 1928) in a progressive boarding school sur-
rounded by nature. The rural school provides an environment in which in-
tense male friendships and subtly suggested homoerotic bonds can develop
in ways that would have appeared far less plausible in an ordinary urban set-
ting. Krska’s vision did not emerge in isolation. An important source of inspi-
ration was Harald Overing Sturgis’s English novel Tim: A Story of School Life
(published in Czech in 1927 as Laska chlapcova: Roman bezejmenné lasky).

Another important subject of queer readings of Czech literature is the work of
Jaroslav Foglar, often interpreted as a modern variation on the ancient tradi-
tion of Amis and Amil—the ideal of an exclusive male bond founded on loyal-
ty, sacrifice, and profound emotional attachment. Here, too, nature creates a
space in which such relationships can fully unfold. In the novel The Cottage
in the Lake Valley (Chata v Jezerni kotling€), two boys find themselves beyond
the reach of civilization, surrounded by forests, lakes, and mountain scenery,
where they share everyday life, manual work, and moments of deep emotion-
al closeness. Literary analysis reveals a distinct homoerotic constellation in
these scenes, yet it is so thoroughly sublimated into the language of friend-
ship, adventure, and Scout ethics that it remained invisible to most readers.
For generations of gay men, however, it represented an idyllic model of same-
sex companionship.

Nature was not only a setting for romantic idylls and dreams of ideal rela-
tionships, but also a place for erotic encounters and gay cruising. From the
1960s onward, cruising sites gradually emerged outside major cities as well,
particularly at natural swimming areas, flooded quarries, and ponds. Since
the 1980s, places such as the Amerika Quarry and the gay nude beach near
Pardubice have continued to serve as well-known meeting places for queer
men.
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s JNecht :s;rdce ncfo"e v '{)mmtvz’ se spoji a cesly nic zlého nezkii#
a nerozdvoji. 1o si slibujeme, to si slibujeme!

I Pavel se ted radostné smal. Netusil oviem, jak bude jednou
premyslet o téch podivnych Ludvikovych slovech, jak si je
bude opakovat a jak si bude v duchu znovu a znovu pf'ivolévat -'
chvili, kdy je poprvé slysel! =

,,Pojdme se koupat!* vybidl Ludvu. | =

Kdyz se sviékal ze svého bilého tricka, poviiml si, jak tz-
kostlivé do ného zabalil onu podivnou knihu a jak ji jesté
piikryl trenyrkami. | | | 3

Vbéhli do jezera prudce a skoro soudasné. Voda vysti‘ikla.' . . |
ve stribrné péné, z hloubky se vydraly sloupce bublin a mokra R e
téla hochi se hnédé zaleskla ve slune&n{ z4#i. = o L= ad isticka plaz ; :

Ludva ploval skvéle. Pavel to musil uznat. Zato mél radost, = § . e B g::,a:il:eg:;lf‘lﬁzl:::l:a::; ::::::;ze
Ze LUdek nenf tak op é.len}'rjako GR. | . - i = PISE JAROSLAV Foémn » KRESLIMARKO CERMAK _ .

Chvili si hréli ve vodé& na babu, aZ se udychali. Pak Ludvik
cclal premety ve vodé nebo skdkal s Pavlovych ramenou do Chata v jezerni kotline / The Cottage in a
hé{}ubky. Voda byla pro n¢j Zivlem naprosto neskodnym., §  Lake Valley by Jaroslav Foglar
‘: yarzel dlouho pod hladinou, a kdyZ se Pavel pocinal L‘iz,kos_t?'v
Sve rozhliZet, vynofila se Ludvikova hlava se smfchem na do-
ce=lz opacné strané. Ludvovi nikdy neprisla voda do st, a kdyz

Pod jiznim sluncem

Motiv z Recka
(Foto V. Krika)

Fotografie od Vaclava Krsky publikovana v casopisu
Bulgaria. Novy hlas/ Photograph by Vaclav Krska published
in the magazine *Novy hlas*.

Fotografie z dovolenych Antonina Bartose, 70. léta, patrne Bulharsko / Photographs from Antonin Bartos’s holidays, 1970s, probably
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Teplé cestovky

Uz v 70. letech vznikla v Brné prvni terapeuticka skupina, coz byl eufemis-
ticky nazev pro queer organizovani pod ,hlavickou“ terapie. Cilem bylo pro-
sté seznamovani, organizované navstévy kultury nebo vylety do prirody. Zahy
vznikla i podobna skupina v Praze pod patronaci gay psychiatru Antonina
Brzka a Iva Prochazky. Jesté v 80. letech vznikla recesisticka skupina Klub
pratel Jardy Kastelana, ktery byl organizatorem vyletu a pobytu v prirodé,
sjizdéni rek Gi prechodu hor. Klub mél recesisticka pravidla, ¢lenstvi a ved| si
denik, ktery je cennym pramenem. Jaroslav Kastelan je také fotograf a akce
podrobné zdokumentoval.

Puvodné terapeuticka skupina Lambda, ktera fungovala v Praze, se ke kon-
ci 80. let zamérovala na organizovani spolecnych queer dovolenych, do roku
1989 v tuzemsku, po revoluci i v zahranicCi. Jedna z prvnich regionalnich
queer organizaci vznikla po roce 1989 v Hradci Kralové, resp. Pardubicich.
Ve vychodnich Cechéach pravidelné organizovala Lega spolecné queer pobyty
v motorestu Rumcajs u Jicina. Soucasti kulturniho programu byly kromé
vyletu do okoli i drag shows nebo slavna striptyzova vystoupeni striptéra Eri-
Ka.

Specifickym druhem organizovanych dovolenych je fenomén lazenskych po-
bytu, které vyuzivali i queer lidé. Vyznamny némecky aktivista, |€kar a védec
Magnus Hirschfeld, ktery ve dvacatych a v prvni poloviné 30. let usiloval

0 svetové odtrestnéni homosexuality a dalsi emancipacni kroky pro zeny

a queer lidi, se v roce 1932 nakazil pri své cesté kolem svéta malarii, nasled-
ky si béhem Iéta |&Cil v Karlovych Varech a Marianskych Laznich. Do Karlo-
vych Varu jezdila i Lida Merlinova. Fenomén lazenstvi poskytoval i uplatnéni
pro queer lidi v nesnazich: na svém utéku z nacistického Némecka nasly
uplatnéni transgender malirka a transgender ucitelka jazyku v Karlovych
Varech Toni Ebel a Charlotte Charlaque. Liberalni prostredi pro queer lidi

pred obsazenim Sudet nacistickym Némeckem li¢i ve svych pamétech Cesta
ruzového trojuhelniku Rudolf Brazda, ktery prezil queer holokaust. Svétova
klientela, urcitd anonymita a voln€jsi sexualni moralka v l[azenskych resortech
predstavovala pro queer lidi dalsi strategii bezpecnéjsiho prostredi.

Queer tourism

Already in the 1970s, the first therapeutic group was established in Brno—a
euphemistic label for queer organizing under the guise of therapy. Its real
purpose was simple: to help people meet one another, organize visits to cul-
tural events, and arrange excursions into the countryside. A similar group
soon emerged in Prague under the patronage of the gay psychiatrists Antonin
Brzek and Ivo Prochazka. During the 1980s, another initiative followed: the
tongue-in-cheek Jarda Kastelan Friends’ Club, founded by Jaroslav Kastelan,
who organized hiking trips, outdoor holidays, river expeditions, and mountain
crossings. The club developed humorous rules and membership rituals and
kept a detailed diary that today represents an invaluable historical source.
Kastelan was also a photographer, and he extensively documented the
group’s activities.

By the late 1980s, the Prague-based therapeutic group Lambda had shifted
its focus toward organizing shared queer holidays. Before 1989 these trips
took place within Czechoslovakia; after the Velvet Revolution they gradually
expanded abroad. One of the first regional queer organizations established
after 1989 emerged in Hradec Kralové and nearby Pardubice. In eastern Bo-
hemia, Lega members regularly organized group holidays at the Rumcajs mo-
tel near Jicin. Besides excursions into the surrounding countryside, the pro-
gramme featured drag performances and the famous striptease shows of the
performer Erik.

Spa holidays formed another distinctive type of organized travel enjoyed by
gueer people. The prominent German physician, activist, and sexologist Mag-
nus Hirschfeld, who campaigned internationally for the decriminalization of
homosexuality and for the emancipation of women and queer people, con-
tracted malaria during his world tour in 1932 and spent the summer recov-
ering in the spa towns of Karlovy Vary and Marianské Lazné. Lida Merlinova
was also a regular visitor to Karlovy Vary. Spa culture provided employment
opportunities for queer people in difficult circumstances as well: while flee-
Ing Nazi Germany, the transgender painter Toni Ebel and the transgender
language teacher Charlotte Charlaque both found work in Karlovy Vary. In his
memoir The Path of the Pink Triangle, Rudolf Brazda, a survivor of the queer
Holocaust, describes the comparatively liberal atmosphere that queer people
experienced in the Sudeten spa towns before the Nazi occupation. Their inter-
national clientele, relative anonymity, and more relaxed sexual mores made
spa resorts another strategy through which queer people could seek safer en-
vironments.



Nem&lo by byt ani opomenuto, Ze KLUB PRATEL JARDY KASTELANA
se v prib&hu roku 1982 vliastmé& 100 % ni dfast{i svého pfedsedy
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jako jediného &lena klubu, podilel na dal3ich akcich:
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- 28.3.1682 (&tvrtek naveder aZ nedéle ) to wyl

E%_Qagsﬁ_gzi_____%._jL_.
zajezd sm&r BRNO (autobudem )aZ do City of Kfenovice., Pétek

(rédno s trsmpem HanuSem,jenZ jel do préce do VyZkova)

- StfitéZ u RoZnova pod Radho&tém (tremp Richard,ktery kdysi
je8t& pred BejCklubem jezdil - sém - pracovet do lesa; bylt
vyuleny lesni d&lnik 3 ale uZ se neozval ) - déle pres ODRY

a naveder na HRONOV a do Zévrch (pfes Chocen). Cestou posled=-

nim noénim vlakem se seznalil s trampem estronomem Petrem

Trnkou, JjenZ konal z nového Jidfina touZ cestu & veler jim pak

v Hronové ukezoval planety. U Jacka zas vid&l prvné& trampa
Fenkika z Jihlavy ve spoleénosti proslulé a slavné vitézky

a to TAPINY z Brna. V sobotu veler sém cestou

z krémy v Machovské Lhot& za tmy médlem preSel cestou do Pglska

Lambda vylet na hrad Trosky, 80. leta, Jaro-
slav Kastelan / Lambda excursion to the
Trosky Castle, 1980s. Photograph by Jaro-
slav Kastelan.

Lida Merlinova v Karlovych Varech, 60. leta
Lida Merlinova in Karlovy Vary, 1960s.

Dole: Pobyt v Karlovych Varech v roce 1993
organizovany organizaci SOHO / Below:
Holiday stay in Karlovy Vary organized by
SOHO, 1993.

Tzv. Posvatna kniha Klubu pratel Jardy
Kastelana, 80. léta / The so-called Sacred
Book of the Jarda Kastelan Friends’ Club,
1980s.
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LESTOVANI S LEGOV

Ve snaze vyjit vetffc i tim, ktef{ to majf k ném, do Hradce Krdlové
daleko, jsme pFipravili akel CESTY, H&kterjm I!II!.‘I.I &lentim JjiZ prisla
nebfdka na vikendy. Jeliko? jsou ji% vBechny terminy z minulé nabifdky
ohunzun¥, nabfz{mé Vém nyn{ novou rekreaci s LEGOU, Terminy jsoun zé-
vazné, Také se ukdzala sloZitd situace kolem vyb¥ru pfedndfek, kaidy
z Vda mﬁnfini zdjmy a tak je také zdjem o témata velice Eirok;;. proto
od pivedniho systému upoudtime. Se zm&nami, které probfhajf v Akademii
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mist® srazu, Bez prikazu nelze zdjemce do pobytu pFljmout. K vystaven
na miat® je tfeba obZansky prikaz a 200,- K&a.

Plén ake{ klubu LAMEDA
na 1., poleleti 1990
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Eafd¥ sudf Stvrtek v ‘II hodin
Nudisticky prvovystup, Tatry, Jaroslav Kastelan, 1983 / Nude first ascent, High Tatras, Jaroslav Kastelan, 1983. "
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Chata Oty Tasinata, 80. leta, Sazava / Ota Tasinato’s cottage, 1980s, Sazava.




